MINUTES

Meeting of the Cochrane Information Retrieval Methods Group (CIRMG)

XV Cochrane Colloquium, Sao Paulo

8.00am – 9.00am. Wednesday 24th October 2007
Bordeaux Room

Chairs -   Carol Lefebvre (CL) and Alison Weightman (AW) -Group Co-Convenors 
Minutes - Bernadette Coles (Group Co-ordinator)

	Item. 
	Details         
	Action


	1.
	Welcome

Alison Weightman welcomed those present to the meeting and introduced Carol Lefebvre and Bernadette Coles.

	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting (Dublin 2006)

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting with no corrections.


	

	3.
	Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Dublin meeting.

	

	4.
	Updating Section 5 of the Handbook.

CL thanked all those who responded to the emails on this subject sent to the various discussion lists.  There had been lots of feedback and although the handbook is entering the final phase before publication there is still time for any additional comments.  Many thanks to authors Carol Lefebvre, Eric Manheimer and Julie Glanville


	

	5.
	Public Health Filters – Potential for Collaboration 

[Josephine Kavanagh (JK) ]
The Health Promotion and Public Health Field is in the process of changing its status and becoming a review group.  There is a need to develop public health search filters for the group to use for its trials register and there is an opportunity for collaboration in this work.  JK & AW will be applying to the opportunities fund to start work in this area and would welcome any help or input into the development of the bid or to develop the filters themselves.  Please contact JK or AW directly if you are interested in this issue.  Contact details can be found on the CIRMG work plan section of the current module on the Cochrane Library...
CL suggested that the Information Specialists working filters on the Intertasc Group (NICE- UK) could be targeted as interested parties and offered to forward the information to their discussion group on behalf of JK & AW.


	

	6.
	The IRMG Workplan – for discussion
AW thanked those members who had responded to the request for comments from the discussion list.

CL thanked Becky Skidmore for maintaining the reference management filters on the website and asked for any feedback on their use.
AW provided information about the ‘opportunities fund’.  £100000 per annum is available for methods groups to bid against.  All bids must adhere to the strategic aims of the Collaboration and projects which involve working across groups are encouraged.  This year AW & JK will bid (see item 5)

More information was requested in terms of scope of bids etc.  It is Collaboration policy only to announce successful bids and there was a feeling that more information about the reasoning behind failed bids would be useful.  CL will address this issue with the secretariat.


	

	7
	Additional sources of funding for the Group
There was a general request for any information regarding bodies which may provide funding for the kind of projects that the group may wish to take forward.  There was no response from the floor.


	

	8
	Any other Business
Query from the floor.

Was anyone involved in full text mining or conceptual modelling used to identify statistical clusters of articles?
CL mentioned software which allows visualisation of literature clusters (e.g. REFVIZ) 

J. Thomas at EPPI-Centre UK is applying for funding in the area of text mining.


	

	9
	Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will beheld in Freiburg Germany 

Date and time to be arranged.
	


