
MINUTES

Joint Meeting of the Cochrane and Campbell Information Retrieval Methods Groups 
XVIII Cochrane & 1st Joint Cochrane/Campbell Colloquium, Colorado
7.30-9.00 am Friday 29th October 2010
Torreys Peak 1
Carol Lefebvre (CL) –Co-convenor Cochrane IRMG & Co-Chair

Anne Wade (AWd) - Campbell IRMG & Co-Chair

Alison Weightman (AWm) - Co-Convenor Cochrane IRMG
Julie Glanville (JG) - Co-Convenor Cochrane IRMG

Bernadette Coles (BC) - Co-ordinator Cochrane IRMG (Minutes) 
23 people were in attendance.

	Item. 
	Details         
	Action



	1.
	Welcome & introductions.
CL Welcomed everyone to the 1st joint meeting of the Cochrane and Campbell Information Retrieval Methods Groups and introduced herself, from The Cochrane Collaboration, and co-chair Anne Wade, from the Campbell Collaboration.
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting (Singapore 2010)

CL had some changes to the Singapore minutes which would be addressed outside of this meeting.  No changes from the floor.

	CL

	3.
	Matters Arising.

Any matters arising from the Singapore meeting would be dealt with under agenda items.
	

	4.

4.1

4.2
4.3
4.4

	Project Updates.
Databases – Alan Gomersall (Campbell IRMG) 
AG gave a summary of a project carried out by 

the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) in London, UK, which evaluated databases in Social Science and concluded that it was important to include smaller UK-based social care databases.  

Published as Clapton (2010) Bibliographic databases for social care searching. SCIE Report no. 34

Register for Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies – Ruth Mitchell (Cochrane Renal Group)

RM acknowledged advice and input from Julie Glanville, Marie Westwood and Anne Eisinga.
Progress has been slow but references to more than 5000 studies were now in the register mainly from non-Cochrane systematic reviews. In addition MEDLINE 2005 – present had been screened for Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA) studies and 15,000 records are now being worked through to identify studies for inclusion.  The status of some papers is unclear from title and abstract records and these are being kept just in case.
6000-7000 of the records had already been identified for the Renal Group’s own register.  
Any TSC can send studies for inclusion in the register.

At the moment there is no diagnostic test accuracy Publication Type term in either MEDLINE or Embase but this was being pursued.  

Elsevier had shown interest in introducing a Publication Type term for DTA studies and hopefully NLM would also consider adding a MeSH term for MEDLINE.

[from the floor (Rachel Couban): Do you want to be sent excluded DTA studies as well as those included in a review?]

RM – If excluded studies are DTA studies and only excluded because they are out of subject scope of the review, then yes.

[From the floor.  Will Embase Publication Type terms be prospective only? ]

RM – probably yes.

[From the floor - Marit Johansen]
Not many LMIC studies were included– there is a need to search other databases.  There is a list of about 60 LMIC databases available on the EPOC website.

[comment Claire Stansfield - .  – We are looking to make the list more interactive – at the moment it is a Word document]]
Work on search filters - Julie Glanville
Anne Eisinga and Ruth Mitchell had held a two-day training event for TSCs to include work on search filters for DTA studies.
[Marit Johansen ] There were draft search filters for LMIC studies for OVID MEDLINE / PubMed / OVID Embase and Central.

[Anne Wade] Campbell is to set up a LMIC group and these filters will be of interest to that group.
The question is should we limit to studies about LMIC when studies about High Income Countries may be relevant.
[JG] The InterTASC Group are keen to know about any new methodological filters or work to produce new filters to enrich the Search Filters Resource.

[CL] There is ongoing work by the UK Cochrane Centre, the York Health Economics Consortium, Health Improvement Scotland and the University of Aberdeen (funded by MRC) looking at how people select, use and present search filters.

Documenting and Reporting searches (Tamara Rader)
Documentation for standardization of reporting the searching for systematic reviews is available in draft.  It was not finished but the group was happy to have more input from members to make sure it ties in with the PRISMA guidelines which have now been endorsed by Cochrane.
Those interested should contact Margaret Sampson, if they want to get involved with the project.
[From the floor (Ruth Foxlee) The next version of RevMan will have a wizard to create a PRISMA flowchart.]
[CL] we will be consulting with IRMG and TSCs about how PRISMA will affect the Cochrane Handbook.

At this point Eric Manheimer, co-author of Chapter 6 of The Cochrane Handbook, was introduced to the meeting.

This discussion then merged with the next item
	CL

	4.5
4.5
	Quality of searches in Cochrane Reviews – Julie Glanville
A draft of the proposed new minimum standards for Cochrane Reviews (Methodological Expectations for Cochrane Intervention Reviews) was presented at the Methods Board meeting. This was devised by the MECIR group to capture what a Cochrane Review must do, should do, should not do and must not do. 
At present there is a set of 20-30 draft minimum standards including a set for the searching component of reviews.  The MECIR group has used The Cochrane Handbook and also looked at other organizations best practice to produce this list.
CL and JG have been leading the searching section of this process on behalf of IRMG – all members will have an opportunity to take part or comment in the consultation stage of this process.
Because of this development the suggested audit of search strategies has been put on hold as it is hoped that MECIR will create standards to run an audit against.
[From the floor – Ruth Foxlee] How is PRESS going to feed into this?

(CL) – It is hard to say at this stage exactly how they will fit together but Jessie McGowan and Margaret Sampson, who have worked on PRESS, will be part of the group.
Members from the floor were invited to provide updates from any other projects
[Ruth Foxlee – not an update but instigated discussion on Cochrane 20th Anniversary in 2013 – see any other business]
No other updates were forthcoming 
	

	5.
5.1

5.2
	Handbooks 

Campbell Information Retrieval Policy Brief – Anne Wade
Chapter 6 of The Cochrane Handbook was used to inform the development of the Campbell Information Retrieval Policy Brief, a searching guide for Campbell authors which was published this year. Anne thanked Cochrane IRMG members for allowing them to use the handbook in this way.  

The Campbell IRMG is a very small group but progress has been made over the last 5-6 years to build the role of the group especially in the role of training the reviewers. A checklist and database recording sheet have been developed to document strategies and these are available on the Campbell Collaboration website.

[Ruth Foxlee] – are Campbell willing to share the sheets?

[Anne Wade] Yes

Cochrane Handbook Update – Carol Lefebvre

There will be a major update of the Cochrane Handbook in c. 18 -24 months to include the MECIR standards and information relating to new methods groups.

Only minor updates would be accepted for this year.

Julian Higgins (Handbook Editor) had been asked what constituted a minor update and this should realistically only be essential corrections to errors.
[From the floor – Ruth Foxlee] Was it feasible to get the recommendation that a search strategy be included at the protocol stage included in the Handbook this year?
(CL) I will investigate.
	CL



	6.
	Cochrane IRMG work plan update – Alison Weightman
The work plan had been circulated via the IRMG discussion list and no comments or updates other than those already presented to the meeting had been received.

AWm will update the plan and distribute to the group.

As always, any suggestions or requests for help with projects can be e-mailed to Bernadette Coles in the first instance.
	AWm
All

	7.
7.1
7.2
	Any other business?

Cochrane Anniversary - Ruth Foxlee
Suggestion that the Group should find ways to mark the 20th Anniversary of the Cochrane Collaboration in 2013.

It is a great opportunity to reach a wider audience by placing pieces in key journals, both in the clinical and information science arena, underlining the impact that Cochrane has had in healthcare provision over the last 20 years and how Cochrane has changed the information retrieval landscape.

Ruth volunteered to keep track of any planned events and to act as a representative and feedback any developments to the IRMG and to the TSCs. 

Changes to CDSR – Becky Skidmore

Becky asked if the interface to CDSR was to undergo any changes or improvements.

CL – Not known at this time but there has been an e-mail exchange regarding improving the database structure with reference to downloading records from The Cochrane Library to bibliographic software.  

	RF

	
	Date and place of next meeting:  

XIV Cochrane Colloquium, Madrid, Spain 19th – 22nd October 2011

	


