MINUTES

Meeting of the Proposed Cochrane Adverse Effects Group

XIV Cochrane Colloquium, Dublin

15.30 – 17.00 Wednesday, 25th October 2006

Present

Yoon Loke, Andrew Herxheimer, Su Golder, Jeff Aronson, Deborah Ashby from the Steering Group;
Plus 28 other delegates.

1. Welcome and Introduction

Yoon Loke welcomed those present and gave an introduction to the background of the group.
2. Current Situation

Yoon Loke announced that the Cochrane Adverse Effects Group is no longer a subgroup of the non-randomised methods group and that a steering group has been meeting to look at forming a separate Cochrane entity.
3. Cochrane Handbook

Andrew Herxheimer updated everybody on the current situation with the Cochrane Handbook. The adverse effects section is no longer going to be a separate chapter in the appendix but integrated into all chapters. The appendix has also been adapted for publication and has currently completed peer review with BioMed Central.
4. Bibliographic Database

Su Golder presented on work by the group to establish a database of methodology papers on adverse effects. And a discussion on the terminology of adverse effects and research gaps followed.

5.
Workshops
Yoon Loke invited a discussion on the future of workshops relating to adverse effects, particularly with regards to number of participants and quality of the workshop. It was agreed that smaller workshops on particular aspects may work better and that a few workshops on different aspects of incorporating adverse effects may be appropriate for the next colloquium. It would still be possible to hold a larger introductory workshop for new reviewers.
6.
Support

In order to provide support for reviewers it was suggested that the website have a section of FAQs, a directory of experts and a database of examples. In addition mailing lists could be established. Jeff Aronson also suggested adding the research ideas generated by the group to the website.
7. 
Next Steps
Yoon Loke ran through the criteria required for the group to become fully established. It was agreed that most of these criterion were already met, and that the steering group would arrange to write a draft module (YL), create a website (SG), and write to other entities for expressions of interest or concerns. 
8. 
Date of Next Meeting

21-25 October 2007, 15th Cochrane Colloquium - São Paulo, Brazil
