Equity Report Card

Tuberculosis Outreach Screening

Health workers or community volunteers provide
outreach screening, such as house-to-house visits, to
screen individuals presenting with symptoms of
tuberculosis, an infectious disease.

IMPORTANCE FOR EQUITY

Low-income countries are more likely to develop and die from
tuberculosis. People who have tuberculosis may not seek treatment
due to stigma, high treatment costs and distance to health services.
Outreach screening may improve access to care by providing
screening close to a persons's home and reduce financial barriers.
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Outreach household screening and outreach clinics may
increase tuberculosis detection in areas where undiagnosed
tuberculosis is high
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GAPS & FUTURE DIRECTIONS

» Types of interventions that are more or less effective for different
population groups or settings.

» Effectiveness of active case detection interventions for patients with
co-morbidities such as HIV, diabetes and malnutrition.

» Whether nutrition and poverty-related interventions improve
tuberculosis case detection.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
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APPLICABILITY

Intervention
effects might
disappear or
even reverse with
different cultural
norms, different
attitudes toward
tuberculosis or
different timing
or settings for
clinics or home
visits.

Level of
resources may
be fewer than
those available
in the research
setting.

Programs need
to be designed
to fit local
context.

Consider:

1) Who ma
benefit from
community
outreach
screening.

2) Financial and
organizational
resources
available to
deliver
community
outreach
screening
such as
doctors and
nurses.

3) Economic
context and
affordability.

This summary is based on the following systematic review: Mhimbira FA, Cuevas LE, Dacombe R, Mkopi A, Sinclair D. Interventions to increase
tuberculosis case detection at primary healthcare or community-level services. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 11. Art. No.:
CD011432.DOI: 10.1002/14651858.CD011432.pub2.



