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Meeting of the Cochrane Information Retrieval Methods Group

22nd Cochrane Colloquium, Hyderabad, India
7:30am – 8:45am Friday 26th September 2014

Venue:  Room MR 1.01 (First floor)

Carol Lefebvre (CL) Co-convenor IRMG [Chair], Alison Weightman (AW) Co-convenor IRMG [Co-chair], Mala Mann [Minutes]
In attendance: Elaine Beller, Guy Tsafnat, Gabriel Rada, Chris Mavergames, Ruth Foxlee, Steve McDonald, Maria-Juti Metzendorf, Kumaagurupari, S Banu, John Kis-Rigo, Sheila Wallace, Lakshmi Padmanaghan, Liz Stovolc, Doug Salzwedel, Gordon Dooley, Susan Wieland, Rene Spijker, Ivan Krstic, Hanna Olofsson, Anne Littlewood, Miraj Pandit, Kaisa Neuvonon, Claire Twose, Sujoy Ray, Amita Ray, Anna Noel-Storr, Vasumathi Sriganesh
Apologies: Julie Glanville (JG) Co-Convenor IRMG, Bernadette Coles (BC) Co-ordinator IRMG, Jessie McGowan Co–convenor  IRMG

	Item. 
	Details         
	Action

	1.
	Welcome & introductions. [CL]
CL Welcomed everyone to the meeting and made introductions.  
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting (Quebec City, Canada 2014)

The minutes were referred to as an accurate record, however need to be confirmed.
Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Quebec meeting.
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	Agenda Items

3.1 Cochrane Handbook update / revision (Carol Lefebvre)

CL stated that minor amendments are to be published later this year. This will include MECIR standards relating to searching.

A major revision will take place by the end of 2015. 

IRMG web site as home for URLs from the Handbook (Carol Lefebvre)

CL reported that the URLs from the Handbook will be uploaded on the IRMG website.
Update from the Cochrane Editorial Unit (Ruth Foxlee)

Guidance on Reporting Search Dates – an update

MECIR standards – an update

RF gave a brief explanation on Guidance on Reporting Search Dates
Assessed as up to date must show that the evidence is up to date which should have resulted from a most recent search. The date the review is submitted to the editorial base should be inserted here.

Date of search refers to the searches of all the databases and the most recent date of the search for each database should be given within the text of the review

RF updated on the MECIR standards The standards can be accessed at Cochrane Editorial Unit. Now available in various formats including a poster format.
http://editorial-unit.cochrane.org/mecir
Questions/comments from the floor.

CL mentioned for anyone interested that there was a workshop 13.30-15.00 26 September on

methodological requirements for searching for studies for Cochrane Reviews: ensuring that new Cochrane Reviews meet the MECIR standards
Embase project (Anna Noel-Storr) Oral Session 11, P156 and Special Session 
11:00am Friday 26th September

 ANS gave an update on the EMBASE project. So far 563 people have signed up but encouraged participation in the project as they needed more people to help with screening.
The project's purpose is to identify reports of RCTs and quasi-RCTs from Embase for publication in the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL).

Questions/comments from the floor.

CL added that ANS was presenting at the Oral Session 11:00am Friday 26th September; also Poster 156 is all about the Embase project.

Bibliographic Databases versus supplementary search methods in public health (Alison Weightman)

AW reported on P161 poster relating to the findings from 12 Cochrane reviews to determine the importance of a multi-database search in addition to the use of supplementary methods. For public health intervention reviews supplementary search methods (e.g. reference list follow-up and expert contact) are essential due to broad topics within public health.

The main objective was to identify how many of the included studies were indexed in Medline and if supplementary methods could have identified all the studies not indexed in Medline.

Questions/comments from the floor.

Rene Spijker asked whether any research had been done to explore whether the papers not indexed in Medline resulted in any substantial changes to the review conclusions.  AW responded that this had not yet been explored but that a wide range of research designs were included in public health reviews and, for some reviews, a very small percentage were indexed in Medline (20% in one example). 

AW requested that anyone interested in analysing their reviews to get in touch with her.

Epistemonikos database / Matrix of Evidence (Gabriel Rada)

GR gave an update on Epistemonikos, which includes 

systematic reviews, overviews of reviews, high-quality structured summaries and primary studies included in systematic reviews. It is open access and bringing evidence closer to the decision maker.
Epistemonikos is a collaborative, multilingual database of research evidence and knowledge translation products that are usually referred as "evidence", according to the meaning given in Evidence-Based Health Care.
For more details e-mail: radagabriel@gmail.com
Citation searching (Guy Tsafnat) 

GT explained the citation searching project.  His research aim is to simplify the tasks undertaken by systematic reviewers through automation. He described how from after finding a citation, it could be followed through to the full text PDF.  – Carol can you expand?
Email: guyt@unsw.edu.au
Citation de-duplicator (Elaine Beller)

EB reported on the Citation De-duplicator, which is part of the Systematic Review Assistant (SRA). The project was set up to reduce the amount of time involved in the systematic review process. 

The problem of screening the same citation more than once is time consuming. Therefore citation De-duplicator is the first module in the SRA project.

Citation De-duplicator purpose is to locate, merge and/or eliminate duplicate references before continuing onto the next stages

Email: ebeller@bond.edu.au
PRESS response to Rethlefsen JAMA paper* (Carol Lefebvre)

CL wanted to alert the group on the JAMA paper. Engaging Medical Librarians to Improve the Quality of Review Articles Melissa L. Rethlefsen, MLS, AHIP; M. Hassan Murad, MD, MPH; Edward H. Livingston, MD JAMA. 2014;312(10):999-1000. doi:10.1001/jama.2014.9263

This was a suggestion given by Rene Spijker - should there be a joint response from IRMG/PRESS?
Discussion and comments from the floor.

Could JAMA be open access? Whether like PubMed or one of the other free databases. 

Searching is going to be different in the future, it would be difficult to peer referee a search method that incorporates citation tracking, text mining etc.

Summarized Research in Information Retrieval (SuRe Info) (Carol Lefebvre) 

CL reported on the SuRe Info resource. SuRe Info is published as a section of the HTAi Vortal. She directed attendees to poster P154

The Cochrane IRMG Work Plan – ideas for new projects including MIF bids, minor and major update plans etc (Alison Weightman)

Cochrane Linked Data Project (Chris Mavergames)

CL briefly reported on the Cochrane Linked Data Project

CL and the Cochrane Informatics & Knowledge Management Department are looking for volunteers to test the annotation tool that they have built to annotate or tag PICO to support the Cochrane Linked Data Project.  See http://data.cochrane.org/linked-data-project/models-and-ontologies.  Details will be sent to the IRMG and Trials Search Coordinator (TSC) lists.  If you are interested in getting involved or finding out more, contact CMavergames@cochrane.org
MIF bid (Alison Weightman)

AL gave an outline on the potential MIF bid.  This would be a 12 month project, examining the uses for text mining. Bid needs to be endorsed by the IRMG and TSCs. 

Rene Spijker – TSC searching, what is IRMG going to do in order to incorporate the new techniques? Brief discussion from the floor. The need to discuss this further.

Sujoy Ray raised the issue relating to the lack of access to HINARI Programme. Would it be possible for IRMG to communicate with WHO?  To discuss if India could have access.  It was suggested that an email was sent to the IRMG and HIFA 2015 discussion lists to encourage debate and action on this issue.
Quality Medical Knowledge Foundation (QMed) (Vasumathi Sriganesh)  

VS thanked people who have already visited the QMed's stall and supported the work with donations.  Online donations can still be made.

Dates and places of future meetings:

· Cochrane Colloquium, Vienna, Austria, 3-7 October, 2015

· Cochrane Colloquium, Seoul, South Korea, 21-25 October, 2016

· Cochrane Colloquium, South Africa, September / October 2017


	



