
MINUTES

Meeting of the Cochrane Information Retrieval Methods Group

21st Cochrane Colloquium, Quebec City, Canada

7:00am – 8:15am Sunday 22nd September 2013
Venue: Room ‘Singapore’ (206A)
Carol Lefebvre (CL): Co-convenor Cochrane IRMG & Co-Chair
Julie Glanville (JG): Co-Convenor Cochrane IRMG
Bernadette Coles (BC): Co-ordinator Cochrane IRMG (Minutes) 
Apologies: & Jessie McGowan Alison Weightman:  Co–convenors Cochrane IRMG

29 people were in attendance.

	Item. 
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	Action

	1.
	Welcome & introductions. [CL]
CL Welcomed everyone to the meeting and made introductions.  She went on to acknowledge the fact that this was the Collaboration’s 20th anniversary and that the IRM Group had been in existence for 10 years.

	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting (Auckland, New Zealand 2013)

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record 
Matters Arising.

Any matters arising from would be dealt with under agenda items.
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	Agenda Items

3.1
20th Anniversary activity Publication [CL]
CL gave a brief history of the decision by the Collaboration to publish a series of articles in BMC Systematic Reviews concerning their work and the developments in systematic reviewing over the last 20 years.  The IRMG paper is;
Syst Rev. 2013 Sep 25;2:78. doi: 10.1186/2046-4053-2-78.

Methodological developments in searching for studies for systematic reviews: past, present and future?

Lefebvre C1, Glanville J, Wieland LS, Coles B, Weightman AL.

20th Anniversary poster - meet the entities [CL]
CL drew attention to the IRMG anniversary poster designed for the new look ‘Meet the Entities’ session

Changes to Cochrane Library Search. [Ruth Foxlee RF]
RF gave a brief update on the last 12 months activities around any significant changes to Wiley’s Cochrane Library search interface.  These included fixes applied at the end of August which should resolve the discrepancies in search counts.  RF requested that if members found that the problem was still happening they contact Wiley direct.

Changes to be applied in the future include;

· Addition of a ‘clear’ button

· More options on the relevance sort

· Publish when ready – increase of search alert to daily

· Open access icons – green and gold with clarification of access types

· Altmetrics to allow tracking of reviews mentioned on social media

· Anomaly of online publication date being more current than actual publication date to be fixed

· Cochrane Clinical Answers to be linked to CDSR

· Multilingual search support is being investigated.  RF will keep the group informed of likely schedule
· Search by MEDLINE or Embase accession number

· Search by on line publication date 

· Revamp of export options

Questions/comments from the floor.
[Susan Weiland - SW]. Can you search by date first published? 

[RF] Search will be by date that the record was added.

[SW] There will be two publication dates 1st added and publication date?

[RF] Yes

[SW] What about updated reviews?
[RF] The search is tied to the publication date – there is no change if there are amendments

[Andrew Booth - AB] Altmetrics almost gives a citation rate for individual reviews and offers possibilities to give higher profiles to them.
Unpublished Studies Project [JG]
JG wanted to alert the group to this Cochrane Methods  project entitled 

“Searching for unpublished trials using trials registers and trials web sites and obtaining unpublished trial data and corresponding trial protocols from regulatory agencies”.
JG and other members of the IRGM are involved in the part of the study entitled.  ‘Annotated bibliography of studies addressing searching for and getting access to unpublished data.’  They were currently looking at options for publishing the report.
UPDATE – report now available at;
http://irmg.cochrane.org/searching-unpublished-studies 
Cochrane Handbook Revisions [CL]
Minor revisions are to be published later this year. This included a check to ensure that the text was aligned with the MECIR standards.

A major revision will take place during 2014 with the intent to publish in 2015. Authors from the TSC community would be invited to take a role in the revision and the IRMG will be asked to suggest and comment on any changes. 

Questions/comments from the floor.
[Andrew Booth- AB]  As Cochrane is moving forward with different types and more complex reviews should the chapter be renamed ‘Searching for Trials’ rather than ‘Searching for Studies’.  Will each group be producing guides for each study type?

[CL] Things have got much more complex and it will be important to make clear what chapter 6 covers.  We will be working closely with all the other groups.
Searching for adverse effects [Sue Golder – SG]

SG presented a report on her PhD work.

Identification of studies which include adverse effects in both MEDLINE and Embase has improved.  In 2001 23% of papers would be missed while the same search would now only miss 8% of papers. There are still issues around current search practices and particularly in the choices of databases used and restriction to study type.
UPDATE – Su’s PhD results are summarised here 

Golder, S. (2013), Optimising the retrieval of information on adverse drug effects. Health Information & Libraries Journal, 30: 327–331. doi: 10.1111/hir.12045
Questions/comments from the floor.
[Becky Skidmore – BS] Is it still recommended not to use a search filter?

[SG] Only use a filter if you are getting 1000s of hits

[CL] Which filters would you recommend?

[SG] none are perfect but sub heading are the best performing field
[Rene Spijker – RS]  We have found that the relevant terms often do not appear in titles and abstracts – the full text is required to find all papers.
[SG] Yes 8% of papers we found fell into this category

[Ruth Foxlee – RF] It is encouraging that MEDLINE and Embase only miss 8% of papers.  Did you look at how important that 8% was?

[SG] No
SuRe Information [JG]

JG presented information about the website ‘Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTA (SuRe Info)’

The website ‘is a section of the HTAi Vortal that provides research-based information relating to the information retrieval aspects of producing systematic reviews and health technology assessments. SuRe Info seeks to help information specialists to stay up-to-date in the latest developments in their field by providing easy access to current methods papers. It supports research-based information retrieval practice’ [quote from web page]

Please contact them via the website below if you want to be involved. Su Golder is already involved in the adverse effects section.

http://vortal.htai.org/?q=home 

Epistemonikos database [Ignacio Neumann – IN]
IN presented the Epistemonikos database.  It is a free database available here 

http://www.epistemonikos.org/en/about_us/
Bibliographic details of studies that have been found in systematic reviews are added to the database and linked to their reviews. In this way reviews which share studies can be found and potential missing studies can be identified.

References from over 31,800 reviews are on the system.

There are plans to make the results available in the ‘Matrix’ a graphic visualisation of the results

Questions/comments from the floor.
[Rene Spijker – RS]  Can abstracts of the studies be seen?

[IN] only if they are publically available

[RS] Do you track and include excluded studies as well?

[IN] Not yet 

[Susan Weiland - SW]. When will the Matrix be available?

[IN] Its not publically available yet but if you want to test it let me know
[Andrew Booth- AB] I can see a tremendous potential for students – what do you think is your primary audience?

[IN] My view is that it is not for clinical communities as some ‘translation’ is needed to understand results.

Research Synthesis Methods Journal [Hannah Rothstein – HR & CL]
Reminder that this journal is an appropriate place to publish research as well as the more usual library and information science titles (CL is an associate editor).

[Becky Skidmore] – Is it open access?

[Tamara Rader] – Not any more

[unidentified] – as it’s a Wiley title maybe we should ask for access for Cochrane?

Any other business
Eligibility criteria for CENTRAL and how they are interpreted.  The TSCs present would like to raise this issue with the wider IRMG community – however we ran out of time and they were advised to contact the group outside the meeting.
Date and time of next meeting.

Hyderabad, India. September 2014

	



