Development of a Research Framework for the Prognosis Methods Group

The purpose of the Prognosis Methods Group is to support the use of prognosis evidence in Cochrane Reviews and to develop prognosis systematic reviews methods. It is understood that to achieve this, the methods of primary prognosis studies will be investigated. As such there will be a continual relationship between primary study methods and prognosis systematic review method development. 

The diagram below provides a Framework that will help guide activities of the Prognosis Methods Group.
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The table (below) identifies methodological issues relevant to the four research questions posed above for (1) completing prognosis systematic reviews, (2) applying prognosis information to Cochrane reviews and (3) monitoring quality of primary prognosis studies. Not all methodological issues are going to be relevant to each research question. We hope that this table will provide a basic framework for thinking about research endeavours in prognosis.  Some groups may be working in whole rows or columns; other groups may focus on a subsection of a single cell.  

It would now be useful for us to hear from you:

1. Does this framework seem sensible?

2. If so, please describe your activites/interests in relation to this framework.

From this information we aim to form research working subgroups.  These subgroups will act as forums for collecting information relevant to the research area; this information will, in turn, be disseminated to all members of the Prognosis Methods Group. All members of the Prognosis Methods Group and Prognosis Network are welcome to join these subgroups.
	
	
	Key Prognosis research questions

	
	
	What is the course of the condition / disease? (Descriptive)
	What prognostic factors are associated with outcome? (Explanatory)
	What groups of prognostic factors best predict outcome? 
(Outcome prediction)
	What are the interactions between intervention and prognostic factors? 

	Development of systematic review methods
	Defining the research question
	
	
	
	

	
	Appropriate search strategies
	
	
	
	

	
	Important potential biases and how to assess them
	
	
	
	

	
	Appropriate analyses (including dealing with missing data, how continuous prognostic variables are handled and identifying and dealing with publication bias)
	
	
	
	

	Applying prognostic information in Cochrane reviews
	Intervention reviews
	
	
	
	

	
	Diagnostic reviews
	
	
	
	

	Evaluating the quality of primary prognosis studies
	
	
	
	























































































































What are the interactions between intervention and prognostic factors?





What groups of prognostic factors predict outcome?





What are the prognostic factors for outcome for that condition/disease?





What is the course of condition/ disease?





Using prognostic information in intervention and diagnostic reviews


Conducting research relevant to prognosis reviews


Monitoring quality of primary studies
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