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The reality

Time from study to systematic review



Tricco, PLoS ONE 2008; 3:e3684

Time from protocol to SR publication
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Survival of systematic review accuracy
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Why should Cochrane do LSRs? 
• Consistent with the original vision

• Cochrane has a strong commitment, infrastructure 
and practice of updating

• Cochrane has the methodological capacity to pilot, 
evaluate and refine new SR methods

• Cochrane is investing in the ‘enablers’ that make 
LSRs more feasible



What is a Living Systematic Review?

“Systematic reviews which are continuously updated, 
incorporating relevant new information as it becomes 

available” 



What are LSR methods?
• Continuously updated

• Active, ongoing evidence surveillance 

• Updates provided whenever new evidence, data or 
information is identified  

• Explicit, transparent, predefined decisions about:   
– How frequently new evidence is sought and screened; 
– When and how new evidence is incorporated into the 

review; 
– What thresholds cause the review to cease being ‘living ’

• No difference in core methods

• Can be applied to any review type



How do LSRs differ from other reviews?
Feature LSR Frequently 

updated SR
Rapid 
Review

Explicit methods
for ‘when’ and 
‘how’ of updating

 X X

Continuous 
evidence 
surveillance

 ? X

New evidence
rapidly 
incorporated

 X X

Standard SR 
methods   X



When should I do an update?

Garner 2016 BMJ 354,  Figure 1



When should I do an LSR?

• The review question is a priority for decision making

• There is likely to be a high volume of emerging research

• There is capacity to maintain ongoing workflows
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How do I do an LSR?
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