Minutes of the Cape Town meeting of the Statistical Methods Group

26th October 2000
Present: 

Doug Altman, Jon Deeks, Sally Morton, Jesse Berlin, Jonathan Sterne, Ole Olsen, Craig Ramsay, Philippa Middleton, Ken Schulz, Michael Borenstein, Claudia Schmoor, Guido Schwarzer, K. Iloni, Julian Higgins, Natasha Wiebe, Martie Muller.

(1) Group convenors

David Moher and Ken Schulz have stepped down as co-convenors of the group. Following the request to the SMGList no new potential convenors have yet put themselves forward.

(2) SMGList issues

The email list started after last year’s colloquium seems to be working well.  Guido Schwarzer has agreed to take over administration of SMGList from Jon Deeks.  Users should not notice any difference (other than quicker responses when problems occur).

(3) Figures in Cochrane Reviews.

The software development group (SDG) has requested that the SMG provide guidance on the types of graphical figures that can be displayed in Cochrane reviews in the next generation of the Cochrane Library.  There was a suggestion that the Group could produce a poster for the next colloquium illustrating good and bad graphics, and provide guidance to the handbook.  Julian Higgins is the representative of the SMG on the SDG, and will be co-ordinating this.

(4) Quality advisory group

A new advisory group has been convened relating to all aspects of quality of Cochrane reviews.  Some of the work of this group will relate to the quality of statistical and methodological aspects of systematic reviews.  It will work in partnership with the SMG, there being several statisticians involved in the group.  One part of the quality process involves the development of guidelines for peer review of Cochrane reviews, a first draft of which was discussed in a separate meeting, and will soon be circulated among the SMG for further comment (Rob Scholton and Jon Deeks).

(5) Topic action groups

Nine topic action groups had been convened in the last few months, some of which have actually already achieved something.  The groups should be:

(1) collating the relevant literature in the field

(2) registering on-going studies

(3) collating research questions which require solutions

(4) potentially giving advice.

Each group is being asked to contribute a summary of their activities for inclusion in the next SMG module update to be posted on the Cochrane Library.  Details on the convenors for each group (with contact details) are appended to the minutes.

It was agreed that the list of membership of all TAGs should be circulated to the whole group in the form of a Word file. (Doug Altman)

(6) Handbook

Julian Higgins is co-ordinating the rewriting of section 8 of the handbook.  Several members of the SMG have contributed to this, and others may be asked to peer review additional sections.  
[The structure and content of the revision was discussed in detail at a second meeting of the SMG in Cape Town , and some suggestions for additions and emphasis were made.]

(7) Training inexperienced statisticians

The SMG has concentrated on training Cochrane reviewers in statistical methods, not training young statisticians.  The possibility was discussed of organising a course to provide training for statisticians without specific experience of meta-analysis who were being asked to provide statistical support to Cochrane Review Groups.  Jon Deeks was looking at the feasibility of and interest in such a course, with possible help from the UK Cochrane Centre.

Coordinators of Topic Action Groups (TAGs)

1
trial quality and reporting 
David Moher 
dmoher@uottawa.ca 

2
meta-analysis of continuous data 
Anne Whitehead 
p.a.whitehead@reading.ac.uk 

3
meta-analysis of survival data 
Doug Altman 
d.altman@icrf.icnet.uk 

4
meta-analysis of sparse data 
Alex Sutton 
ajs22@leicester.ac.uk 

5
meta-analysis of cross-over trials 
Helen Worthington 
helen.worthington@man.ac.uk 

6
meta-analysis of cluster randomised trials 
Diana Elbourne 

   & Marian Campbell 
Diana.Elbourne@lshtm.ac.uk, 

m.k.campbell@abdn.ac.uk 

7
Bayesian methods of meta-analysis
Deborah Ashby 
D.Ashby@mds.qmw.ac.uk 

8
computing study weights in meta-analysis
Jon Deeks 
j.deeks@icrf.icnet.uk 

9
issues related to heterogeneity, subgroups and meta-regression
Julian Higgins 
julian.higgins@mrc-bsu.cam.ac.uk

